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interesting ones. It was interesting to compare the Vienna and Birming-
ham meetings; all together it was more knowledge in Vienna, but far
more ingenuity in Birmingham.
Speaking with Einstein on different topics we came to speak on Bohr's
theory, he told me that he had once similar ideas but he did not dare to
publish them. "Should Bohr's theory be right, it is of the greatest
importance." When I told him about the Fowler Spectrum the big
eyes of Einstein looked still bigger and he told me "Then it is one of the
greatest discoveries".
I felt very happy hearing Einstein saying so.
In the autumn of 1913 Rutherford attended the Solvay Conference
at Brussels and he has left many notes, often difficult to decipher,
made for the interesting discussions which, especially at that time,
took place on the nature of things, particularly atoms and radiations;
on the relation between beta and gamma rays, or as might be said
today between electrons and photons; also on the number of electrons
in an atom of given atomic weight, for atomic number was not yet
known. Rutherford lectured for the first time in Holland at Amsterdam
and visited the famous low temperature laboratory at Leyden. He was
then strongly advocating improved methods of securing high voltages.
"I think it is a matter of pressing importance at the present time to
devise electrical machines of the highest possible voltages/*
The list of New Year's Honours for 1914 included the name of
Ernest Rutherford for the order of knighthood, and he was invested
on 12 February by the King at Buckingham Palace*
COX TO RUTHERFORD
West Down, Hindhead> Haslemere: i Jan. 1914. .. .We all send our
heartiest congratulations to you and to Lady Rutherford. Of course
this has 'cast its shadow before' long ago. Even in Montreal we used
to try our tongues on the new style. But we are just as delighted now it
has come.
But I say! You must draw the line somewhere. Remember Lamb's
dreadful speculation about Lord Lamb, Prince Lamb, King Lamb